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London, May 18, 1RI8.
I said in inv last thai, in my opinion, Sir Rob¬

ert Fill was more likely to carry out reform mea¬

sures than Lord John Ki^skll. Since t!iut date
public rumor has more than echoed my opinion.
The Hunt's Advertiser, a highly respectable coun¬

try journal, says,44 What was mere rumor has now
. taken ;i more definite form, and we believe we are
. justified in suiting that from arrangement* made at
. Osborne, during a late visit of Sir Robert Peel
. 10 her Majesty, a change of Ministry will result,
. w ith Sir Uobe&t Pkkl at the head of the Govern-
4 ment, a sweeping financial reform in every de-
. partnient of the State, an extension of the fran-
. cliise, and a shortening of the duration of Parlia-
4 raents."
Now, this may be very improbable, or at least

very premature ; but it is not the more either the
one or the other, because the Times and the Morn¬
ing Chronicle ridicule and "pooh-pooh" the state¬
ment and every thing connected with it, ar.d the
Tory and Conservative parties are warning their
adherents against any committal to or fraterniza¬
tion with " the turncoat and traitor Peel." The
division in the House of Commons upou Mr.
Hume's reform motion will reveal some of the se¬

crets of our political leaders.
The commerce of Cirent Britain is now said to

be flourishing, a thing scarcely to he expected in
the present state of continental Europe, and with
the impediments thrown in the way of so many of
our markets. The Greenland seal fishery is stated
to have completely failed, owing to the greater part
of the ships employed therein having been locked
up in the ice a£«l the prevalence of strong easterly
winds during the setson. The greatest quantity of
ice was found in lat. 71 deg. 40 min. north.
The newspapers w ill inform you of the death of

Lord Ashberton, who will be well remembered in
Washington. His character, as a man and a states¬

man, received the highest possible praise lrom men

of all parties in the House of Lords. It is re¬

markable that his death should so soon have suc¬

ceeded those of two of his brothers.
We are calm and tranquil throughout our land,

and peace and a reasonable share ot prosperity ap¬
pear to extend to all our borders. The sun looks
down upou us from an almost cloudless sky, and
the earth reflects his rays from a bright surface of
the greenest verdure. England is now in her best
array, and deserves all that her admirers have said
of her. The month of May is again for once the
May ol the poet, and all the external influences of
Nature arc cheering and the promises of the luture
encouraging. Rut rather too much ol this ; more

serious matters claim our attention.
There has not been much business of importance

in Parliament during the last week. Mr. JIor*-
man, M. P. for Cockermouth, has brought forward
one of his searching motions in respect to church
patronage an.1 abuse, and baa anayeJ a string ot li^ures and
statistics in support of his charges which cannot well be got
over. I will only mention two feels slated by him, which
will abundantly prove the necessity for his motion that "an
4 inquiry be made into the state of our cathedra! and collegiate
4 churches, with a view of ascertaining whether they tr.ay n t
4 l« renderid more conducive to tue service1? of llie church and
4 the spiritual instruction of the people." In the tirst place,
Mr. Hobsmajt offered to prove pjat, " wherever these reher-
4 able cathedral establishments were oeen to raise their
' heads, there dissent would be found to be most active
4 and most rile." " He was prepareJ to take the House from
. diocese to diocese, and to show from one end of the country
4 to the other, that ihey, in every instance, tend to the weak-
* ening rattier than the promotion of Christianity." This is
indeed, a strong statement, but it is made good, at least iu the
instance which he quoted, that of Lincoln. In that city there
are thirteen churches belonging to the establishment, of whk h
nine arc open for morning senile, three for afternoon, and
seven for evening service. The population of Lincoln is

about 13,000. Of the-e there were present at the nine morn¬

ing services 1,013, at the afternoon 175, and at the evening
1,075, making a total of 2.2G3. On the same d^y the at-

tendances at the ten dissenting chapels were, in the morning
, and in the evening 3,102, making a total of 5,667.

The greatest number attending the churches was 1,0<5, that
attending the chapels 3,102, or nearly three to one. Mr.
Hobbmax's statements produced a great effect upon the
House; the necessity for the inquiry was almost g. nerally
admitted t and, upon Lord Joux Rlsskll's stating that he
was ready to go into the inquiry, he withdrew his motion, and
the impression is that the Administration w;ll bring it forward
in some other equally effective shape. There will be *erious
and long discussions next week upon the subject of the navi¬
gation laws, and probably a starjK-r trial of strength between
political porties than has hitherto been displayed.

In IiitLAsn all appears to be fast settling down in quiet¬
ness. Mitihkll has been committed tj prison under the new
law for sedition. O'Bbies and Miaohkr have haJ their
trisls and been acquitted, owing to a want of agreement by
the juries in their verdicts. Bath these gentlemen are thought
to 1* sufficiently rej iiced in ibeir escape to keep within proper
and discreet bounds for the future.

France is yet the centre of attraction, and it un¬

fortunately still continues the chief point of anion.
Another demonstration has taken place in Paris,
which for a time threatened the most serious con¬

sequences, but it has been subdued,' and -happily'
almost without bloodshed. The more violent of
the democrats got up, on Monday last, a sort of
procession in favor of the Poles ; at least, nnder
that pretext, they marched in a considerably body
to the legislative chamber, and found it ;frotn the
treason, it is feared, of Gen. Courtais, who com¬
manded the national guard) inefficiently protected.
The mob broke into the chamber, mounted the tri¬
bune, invnded the President's chair, harangued,
made motions for the dissolution of the existing,
temporary Government, and of course carried every
thing by acclamation. They then marched off to
the Hotel de Yille to constitute a new Provisional
Government, to consist of Barbf.*, Albert, Louis
Blanc, Flocon, Blanqui, Raspail, and Cabi:t.
Lki»rI Rolun was proposed, but rejected as 44 a
traitor to the cause of the people." The national
guard, however, very soon mustered for the protec¬
tion of the chamber, the members resumed their sitting, and
ordered the arrest of the sed.iious. The Hotel de Ville was

.forthwith cleared ol the anarchist*. In a very short time the
leaders were all arrested, and Barbes, Albert, Thore, Coor-
tai«, lllsnqui, Caliet, and Rasjaij, and several o hers convey¬
ed as pnsoners to \ inc«*nnss. Hob a i r.n and nearly the whole
of that dangerous party, the Mirtlai^nards, have also been
captured. 44 This outbreak,'' says the Daily New*, 44 has
4 iKjen more ridiculous than dangerous, and overwhelms the
4 perpftratore under the weight of its »!wurdity. Barl.es,
' Blanqui, and Blanc are more worthy the atocks than the
4 guillotine." But Gen. Courtais, if really guilty of treason,
ought to be visited with the severest and m->st a demn inflic¬
tions of the law. He has been im]<eacbcd by the chamber.
When ottering to address the nationil guard he wits seized by
one of thum, his epaulet* cut off, his sw.ird uk-n from biin,
arid his person treated with the greatest indigniiv. He is an
old nun, and has hitherto maintained a high character. M
Cu««t Thou**, a very discreet and brave rrian, who aid¬
ed most materially in restoring order, has been placed Ity ac¬
clamation at the head of the national guard. He was pre¬
viously colonel of (he second legion, end a representative from
the department of the Heine. He possesses the confi.lence of
.II parties. Again has Lamabtibb shown hunself io be the
ruling spirit of f ranee, and universally wherever he nhowed
himself daring the emeute was he hailed as such. Where-
ever danger was ». be faced or work was to be done, either
by persuasion or force, there was L*viabti5B ; awl it is due
in justice to Lbdru Rolli * to say that he was at hisside, for-
wauling the good work of restoration.
The enemies of France, wbo wish to ostracise La*abti*k

as a punishment for bis desire to conciliate the people, and

I thlPvpeacS^^fls^jviil soon perceive ^futilit?
of such an attempt. l^^^ftiab'jifiow stands higher in the
estimation of the people of Pans than tie has ever before done.
It i* quite evident from the acts, Uie woids, ar.d the attitude
of La.maBTtxe that he dreads the throwing aside the p-.pular
I'Sity. In doing this he sees insurrection and collision and a

»"rie» of dangerous struggles, to be attended with uncertain
remits. Instead, therefore, of throwing himsel1 into the anna

of the old dynastic opposition, he holds by the people and the
popular leader*, hoping to calm them, lea l itiem, and uuite
them with ail the real lov.rf ot France and her true glory.
The lucuibeis of the old chamber who form a portion ot the
prevent one cannot forgive tui*. Uut Lamahtis* is the link
uf connexion, the'actual compromise between theae parties.
It is pro!ably his standing between them wl.ich keeps them
from open war. Any great misiru-t, therefore, shown by ei¬
ther toward* LtmiTivit, is one ot the worst possible sign* in
respect to the tuture. Tae more m ^derate ot the republican
ptrtv, the LiMAiTliiK, Carrots, and Maubasts, must

amalgamate with such men as Thiers, Bahhot, and Dc-
i' ist, but neither must dtsire u ext rcise jwwer exclusively ;
nor must such men as Aba<>oand Marie and Gabsier Pa-
des, r.or even Ledro Rollin, although ol the ulna republi¬
can school, be act aside as unworthy ol trust. 1 he best men
of nil pirties mu»t unite, if France i» to be saved from anarchy
and confusion, and to retain her place among the civilized and
powerful nations of Euiope.
Wha ever may bo our opinion as to the practicability ol

establishing in France or any part of Europe an absolutely
republican form of government, according to the idea attached
thereto in the United States, we are decidedly of opinion that
a graduated slate of society is the most natural, and conse¬

quently the moat durable as well as most just, piovided Ma¬
ture is allowed to operate freely in forming these gradation*,
and in procuring for virtee, industry, and talent, the authori¬
ty, influence, aud respect justly accruing to them. At the
same time we know, from long and happy experience, that a

republic in the fullest sense and meaning ot the term is not
necessarily a state of anarchy, of disregard to ail typinence, or

ot hostility to all property. Kightly constituted and adminis-
tered it is eminently the reverse ; but we doubt iu adaptation
to the wants, the habits, and the position of any European
people, and we are fortilied in our opinion by those r. ho know
both the United State* and the continent of Europe much
better than we can pretend to do.
The chief danger to France apjiears to us to lie iu war.

The Austrian* seem not only tent on defence, but cn the re-

conquest of Lom ardy. Not only is Nicest marching to j
reduce Venice and reinforce the line of the Adige, but by the
last accounts an Austrian force is threatening to break through
the neutrality of Switzerland and enter the Orisons, in otder
to menace Milan. It is hardly to be expected that any French
Minister could resist the inevitable impulse aud vote of the
National Assembly to march at once to the liberation of Italy:
No later than on .Monday las', M. Bastide, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs declared in the Assembly that " the Govern-
4 ment felt the greatest sympathy for Italy, and that if aid was
4 required it would certainly think itself bound to afford it.
»No intervention had been demanded by Italy, and conse-
4 qucntly France had not l»een placed in a position to grant
'or refuse it. The Government now established in Fratice
«wished to carry out a system of moderation ; it aimed at no
4 conquests; its greatest ambition was to be strong at home by
4 the internal organization of the country ; it would endeavor
. as much as possible to avoid war, but if, from the course ot
'circumstances, such ati event was unfortunately to take place, j
4it would act with vi^or. France would not rush unneces¬

sarily into war. Her cnuluct would depend upon the pro-
4 gre*s of circumstances.'' M. Laxautise has confirmed
these sentiments of M. Bastiue.
M Beranoei.'« resignation of his seat in the National

Convention has been accented on, a second application. The
President wrote a most complimentary letter, in the name ot
the whole Assembly, refusing to accede to tt»e first application. |So much for France. 1 have not alluded to her financial diffi-
culties, although these, in common times, would have been
sufficient to engage the undivided attention of her statesmen
and legislators.
We have nothing Dew from SrAi*, except an insurrection

at Madrid, partly civil aud partly military, which soon ended
in the complete discomfiture of the insurgent*, and a ternbie
vengeance Uuer: uj«on them by numerous executions. But
there is a spirit of discontent with the military government ot
NnviM, fast growing up among the citixen claw, the men

of professions and education, and with all ot the lower class
t^, that have any idea of national dignity and popular rights,
which will not be long repressed. The government of Nab-
vaez and Cbri»tixa can never trust the people, they can

only rule by despotism and the military. This would be ditB-
cult enough with resources at command, with finances in a

good state, and with theauthority 44 that doth hedge a k.ng" to
sanction arbitrary rule. Nabtaex has none of these advan¬
tages. 'His exchequer is empty, and he has overdrawn the
bank until it has stopped payment. Sum* months a;o his
power was upheld by France ; it is now upheld by aome re¬

giments, whose swords, cutting the people one day, are as

likely as not to be employed on the next agaiost their employ¬
ers. Seam is on the eve of a revolution, and it will 1>« a re¬

volution of the worst sort, for it will be one of partisans
embittered against and hating each other < and not a ri*ing of
the people in their majesty to put down lawiess misrule in a

prince or a minister, and to establish the right* of humanity.
From ^obtloal we have not a single item of news; and

there is the same silence as respects the public atlair* of Hol-
laid and BkLsii ie. One, however, is the silence of politi¬
cal torpor and inanity; the other, the healthy quietness of
prosperity and peace.

Prcssia is not quiet, nor, we fear, likely to be so , her
quarrel with Debxabr is not yet settled, and if she carries it
on a little further she may perhaps have Kcssia, and will
certainly number Swedes among her opponents. Humors
of negotiations through the mediation of England still con¬

tinue, and we have had the expression of a hope from Minis¬
ters in the British House of Commons that such negotiations
would terminate favorably. There is great excitement at
Berlis, C'oloobe, and other places, caused by the pioposed
recall of the Prince of Prussia, who, although The presump¬
tive heir to the Crown, ia very unpopular with the people.
Should the King and ths Ministry persist in the recaii of the
Prince they will find something else to do besides fighting the
Danes in H dstem-Schl^swig, or manoeuvring to place the
Crown of federal Germany upon the head of the descendant
of Frr ierick the Great. The Polish cause is said to be ad¬
vancing ; we, although diligent readers and attenUve listeners,
cannot discover how. Nor do our strained faculties enable ui
U talk with knowledge about Austria ; all reports and ru¬
mors take their color so much from the feelings, if not preju-
dices, of the relater, that we are afraid to quote or reler t,
them. When deeds are done they iqeak for themselves, but
nothing has been done in Germany yet but talking, awl what
has really been said we have no satisfactory means of ascer-
Uimag- All is stated, however, to be quiet in \ iessa, and
the lat# turbulent proceedings seem to have rqpsed the spirit
of the more m oderate and intelligent classes, who Iteg.ii to
feel the necessity of' putting a slop to such scenes, if they wish
to prevent lbs State from being plunged into the very vortex
of communism.

From Itslt we have nothing certain. The Pope i»

to be yet firm aguost declaring war against Austria, but some
thoussnds of hi* troops have joined the Italian army in I.om-
bardv < so that his authority as a temporal prince, even in the
States of the<;nurch, seems to be in abeyance. Naples ap¬
pears to be hearty in the cause » sixteen thousand .of her sol¬
diers have joined the Italian army, and her fl>et has Ifen «rnt
to the Adriatic with troops to menace Trieste and protect
Venice. It is well, however, if it doe* not turn out in the
end that there is more of cabal and intrigue and selfish policy
am->ng the Italian prince* than there is of patriotism or public
spirit; but now vemm*, as you say at Washington.
Gbkece ha* had two or three little political flurries, which

have left her pretty much a* they found her, weak and vacil¬
lating. Turret ha* also been agitated, but we know lit'.le
about the cause of the agitation or its consequences.
There is no certain information of the death of the Pacha

of E«iTPT, though repoel* a nnnth ago represented him as

dying, and sundry speculations were indulged in respecting
the consequence* of his death.

fn Literary matteis, the prodttclions of two ladie* undoubt¬
edly take precedence the one is Mis. HahrrvilleIi ''Phy¬
sical Geography," in two volumes Svo., which a leading re¬
view says "does not contain a single sentiment which the Chris¬
tian or tht Philosopher disowns." This is certainly an absolute

| condensation of praise, and leave* nothing more to be taid,
ui.iotf it be to say that it contains nil that it should contain
ami this is probably what could not be said of any hutuan pro¬
duction. Miss Mauti seal's " Ja'e in the East" is the othei
book, and is also much praised.

In TiiEATKicAi.* we have nothing of importance but the
rival uni tes at the two opera houses. Mad'ile Lino still is
bdy paramount, but the entire weight of the business is upon
her shoulders, and without her the Queen's theatie could not
»taitd a week ugf»ii..-t the Covent Garden house. The ajna-

teur actors, Mr. IJickexs, ike., have played very succefaiul-
!y two nights at the Havmarket theatre Cur the benefit of a

fund to endow a curatortliip for the Shakspeare property at

Strutllr l. Mr.Su»hi uas Knowleh 1)M been appointed by
Lord Moui'kth, it is said, os the curator, with a salary of
£250 a year.a comfortable retreat for his declining years.
May 19..There is nothing new of importance

to communicate this morning. Paris continues
tranquil. "Every day," says the JJaily News,
.. develops more ai}d more the Strength of the
. moderate party in the Chamber, in whicl must,
* of course, be included the 150 members of the
«left centre of the ex-chamber. Indeed, it .s appa¬
rent tliut the government must ere long fall into
. the hands of the leaders of litis party. The pre-
1 sent Executive, with their cabinet of clinks, is a
. subject of common ridicule. -iM. Turns will
. soon be returned for one of the departments, and
' then the left centre of the old chamber must

j1 assume the reins of government. The opinion
i' begins to gain ground that the issue will be a

« constitutional system, like that of England, under
. a regency, with M. Theirs for the Prime

j4 Minister."
" It is said that the Executive Commission and

. tiieir ministry are at variance with the large ma¬

jority of the Assembly."
This is the last news from Paris. I give it

verbatim. but know nothing of its correctness.
It is denied now that either Blanqui, Thore,"

Raspsil, or Cabet, have been arrested. General
Cavaionac is appointed Minister of War, and M.
Troi-ve Chawel Prefect of Police, in place of
M. Caussidiere, who resigned. General Covr-
tais is in a very depressed state. He refuses all
nourishment, and says that he prefers death to
dishonor. The French funds had further im¬
proved. The threes closing at 48|, arvd the fives
at 71.i. More than 200 hundred arrests had taken
place in Paris.
News from Rome states that the Austrian Am¬

bassador had received his passports, and was to
leave that city on the 7th. It appears that the
Pope declines to make a formal and official decla¬
ration of war against Austria, " because his doing
' so would involve a very serious question of
'ecclesiastical subordination and heirarchical rule;"
yet war is actually waged with the Pope's full
approval and hearty concurrence "for the liberation
ot Italy from all foreigners; anil he blessed the
arms of the soldiers who went forth to redeem
Italy. This is certainly granting the substance,
but refusing the shadow ! It may be good logic
in a conclave of Cardinals, bat it is at war with
out-of-doors common sense.

Sir Stratford Canning, it appears, had entered
into negotiations with the Austrian cabinet, in
order to bring about peace between that country
and Italy. These are suspended for the present in
consequence of new ministerial arrangements at
Vienna.

('onsols this morning 84.{ to 84 , and looking
upwards. %*

FRANCS.

The conspiracy discovered in Pa'is on the 1 >th May for tho
overturn of the Republic and the establiabment o!" Terrorism
has been nignally defeattd, and ihe greater portion of the
wretched promoters ol this insane movement are now either in
the hand* of the authorities or retuced to a condition which
will not admit of their beicg able 'o do hirth' r hatm. Lovjb
Bust, however, is still at liberty, although there are strong
grounds for suspecting that he wa3 actually with the conspira¬
tors during the two hours that he was absent from ihe Nation¬
al Assembly on Monday. The strongest mean* have been
adopted to ^ revent a recurrence off physical display by the mem¬
bers of the secret clubs.
The alliance of the troops of the line and national guard i*

fu ly depended on, and M. Lamartine's popularity ha* l**en
effectually restored. Still a feeling is widely prevalent that
the Government is feeble snd the ultra-democratic party in the
x*ei;dant, but the presumption is sca;cely warranted, judging
from the r>»*ul:s of the determined bearing exhibited by the
maj nitjr of the interim Government. Advices from Paris of
Thursday evening state that the city had l-een perfectly tran-
quil during the day. The number of arreats amounted to up¬ward* of two hundred up to that time. Blanqui an<! Flott«*,
bv some mysterious influence, had been liberated. (»en. Ca-
vaigiur has been ap)K>inied Minister of War, and M. Trouve
Ch.>uati, Prefect of Police.

After the mob had been driven out of the ball of the Na«
tional Assembly on the 15th, they marched to the Hotel de
Ville to appoint a Committee of Public Safety, and MM.
Bart**, Allien, and the other ministers of the wouldbo new
Provisional Government had just commenced, in the identical
room in which Robespierre and his associates were seized,
their functions as Directors, when the national guard entered
the building from the rear, which had been totally unguarded,pounced upon the pseudo government, and after a struggle, in
which M. Barbes in particular ran some risk, carried iem off
prisoners. Citizen Sobrier in the interim repaired to the
Minister of the Interior with his monta^nardi, and demanded
admittance and the transfer of the Ministry to him, ami of the
military poals to his faithful followers. He was admitted, but
only to be arrested. His hundred partisans were <!i»arined,stripped even of their scarlet cravats, and turned adnft.

After the Chamber of Deputies and the Hotel de Ville had
heen purged of their new occupants, and after the arrest of
several parties connected with the attempted revolution, who
had in the first instance escaped, all Paris presented masses
of national guards, moving in columns of thousand" to the
great points of the city.the peopie and the women, the lest
dressed ladies even, cheering them in pas<ing. Not i chair
was unoccupied, nor was there scarcely a possibility of movingin the Boulevards from the crowds ot well-dressed people of
both sexes, and of workmen mixed up with them, di<u singin groups what had taken place, a.-£l in loud condemnation of
the disturbances. This feeilng was slmost universal. Here
and there a Unatic cried rr're Bar'Xtbut was immediatelysurrounded, seized, and carried off to prison- Such «n< the
conduct of the people throughout that important evening.By midnight all was quiet.

In the course of the night a regiment of cuirassier* n,| the
students of the military r.chool ot St. Cvt, arrived in Paris,and several regiments of the line from other quarter* marrhed
on the capital. The students of the Polytechnic school turn¬
ed out at the first report of the insurrection, and placed them¬
selves at the disposal of the Executive Government. M'hen
M. i.amartine and M. Ledru Rollin went to the Hotel de Ville
on the 15th. the latter, having advanced a few stejis before M.
I.amartine, was arrested by the second in command at the
Ho'el de Ville. M. l.edru Rollin having strong pi testedagainst this, the officer answered, " I arrest yot krause your
name is in the list of the protended Government that has been
proclaimed." M. l.edru Kollin then alighted fnm his horse,
when he was joined by M. I.amartine, who said that he would
be answerable foi his colleague.

Paris was throughout the night of the 15th pretty tranquil.Eighty thousand national guards had passed the n.ght under
arm* or in patrolling, but no incident, save on». that oould be
characterized as violent, occurred after nightf.ll. The excep¬tion was at the headquarters of citizen Hohrier, whose house
(No. 16, in the rue de Rivoli, exactly opp* m the Tuille-
ries) was entered by the people and the firemen and the na¬
tional guards. His own body guards of were
eeii*d, disarmed, anil ignominiously kicked into the streets ;
his bureau and private apartment broken infc., his r>H|.era torn
or burnt, the furniture in the premises wa« strobed, and'strict
«earch made for the citizen himself, who, formately for him,
was at that moment on the other side of the water.

Three national guards were killed during (he atTray in the
passage Moliere, and another was very *eve-e|v wounded at
the corner of the Hotel de Ville itaelf. Th> man who shot
him was immediately arrested.
A vast number ^if prisoners was arresteii, among whom

were Sobrier, Rasped, Oabet, Albert. (ourr»>^^ |am|j » mem¬
ber of the Provisional Government, Toulin If Maitre Roquet,Thoro, Barbes, Hubert, Courtaia and Hlar.]Ui. The na-
lional guards seized upon Gen. Coortais, *trip|*vl hia epau¬lettes off his shoulders, and carried them a* trophies before
tbem. M. Caus«idiere, the Prefect of the Pol,re, i« implicatedin the aflair, and ha« l>een dismissed. Seventy-five of the bodyguard kept by the Clabbtst, Sobrier, in the h<>ju«e of the rue
de Rivoli, (No 18) were arrested in the mme house. A
large quantity of arma and ammunition were found. It waxannounced that the guard called the rw,nl(t^ntird» was dis¬tended- Persons who were in the room with M. Barties were
sleo aireetsd and conducted to prison. These arrests are said
to amount to at least sixty. On many persons were found
pistols, daggers, and on some letters from the chiefs of the

plot. The first legion of the national guarJ, which is the
; most aristocratic in Parte, was the most ardent in lavor of the

National Assembly. It was* the Duke de Mouchv who ar¬
reted Gen. Courtai*. Tbe sword of Gen. Courtaia was car-
ried by the lira*, legion in triumph through the vtreets.
The prisoners were sent, at 5 o'clock on the 16th, to Vin-

cennea, and any attempt to relieve them would be useless.
Two regiments of cuirassiers came up at a gallop from Ver¬
sailles. The part taken by Louis Blanc in tne atfray of the
I5th is yet involved in mystery. He cannot, it ia supposed,clear himself of complicity in tho matter. During the time
that the mob had possession of the Assembly, he, as well as
liar lies, Aliiert, and Courtai*, mingled with the crowd in the
ante-chambers and lobbies, shook them by the hand, and ex¬
pressed his confidence in them. When Albert and Dait>es
went to thb Hotel de Ville, M. Louis lilanc also quitted the
Assembly, but fortunately for himself he did not accompanythem to the Hotel de Ville, and he has not given a«y explana¬tion of where he was in the interval, but certainly, alter
the failure of the attempt to establish a provisional govern¬
ment, he reappeared and declared solemnly that he was per¬fectly innocent of all participation in the events of the day, a
declaration which was received with t-houts of derision and
contempt. M. Sobrier seems to have been one of the prime
movers of the crneute. In the search made on the evening of
the I5th, at the office of tho Commune de Paris, publishedby him, there were found six hundred muskets, moat of which
were loaded, a barrel of gunpowder and other munitions of
war. Some of the papers which were seized are said to be of
great importance. Not less than eighty-two arrests were
made at Sobrier's apartments. One of the persona arrested
had a paper in his hand, which he thrust into his mouth and
tried to swallow, but being seized by the throat he was obligedto give it up, and it turned out to be a list of affiles.

It appears that the Government ascertained that the inva-
sion of the Assembly was a regularly organized conspiracy,and that the insurrection was intended to break out at the
same instant at Lyons, and probably at other places. A tele-
graphic despatch was sent oil' to the authorities at Lyons to
inform them of their danger, arid to announce the suppression
of the insurrection in Paris. The great point of solicitude!
and attention on Tuesday night was the Prefecture of Police.
The neighborhood was completely blocked up with troops.The Pont Neuf was covered with regiments of infantry %f the
line and of tho guard mobile so as to leave barely room for a

carriage to pass.

debate in congress.
I* THE Hol-SK or RtPHtSKS rATlViS, Juwk 3, 1818.

The nava| appropriation bill being under consideration,
(Mr. Rockw*li, of Connecticut, i. ,he chair,) Mr. sTTl
tical l!u*Z m ameni the ,tem aPProPriating $30,000 for nau-
t cal liuok^ maps, charts, instruments, bindinir and repairing

Sr.s "1"'^rr01 .l»i

J *nl, '

,
nd ,1,w#r,,n«r 'he Mowing i. |iuu

« th» \ I 7 thousand dollars, and the Secretary of

' w w mill\l f CC!ed1,° »ive thousand dollars,

".*"* °»J «-

coLZISSm^: °<"i0n WANTON adilrcaseil Ihc

Mr. Chairman : This subject was brought to the notice of

rf.hV'CvT Nr"Airai" ." .

s.rsrni aX> '""r1"5 -

t)' ¦ unanimous ,i..b,
Jt w(w accompanied by a report in whieh nii.k

rpsjionjencc all.JcJ t0 . '."J*^¦=,'¦

'n f'.". "". ""*k» in ih» |»n<.««.,n .( the H,iu« ti!»

^yp^Jssszaig I
- i
T^.thw. matter,, however interring to many hive
attracted general notice, and I therefore propose t'J*ubmU a

bnef explanation of the objects of this amendment! *

\r[ tTUM!CeA *V 'lUU!mg ,he resolution ct the " American

8 > 10» '««, in the following words:

value ofthis of*ttro, (a,UM".U the

and from the probability that th.. attend uiU1 .c*,UPen,ent.

«ul, and thus redound to tl... h« .
' rrove 8,,c«:"-

i* underuken." h°U0'' lhc C0uutJ7 h) »luch it

thJwmeCe0/Ti-^n "k'^ A,mnrican P^phica! Society is to
fhe enterprise referred to in these r'esolu-

^ " ; aBj thu* ^commended to the patronage of the Govern¬
ment, u simply an expedition to Sou>h America to I- -or

ducted by one of our m<*. aceompl,,>,ed navd0m
order to make oblation. upon the planet

^T^^rrr^ 'ns t0 * niaJe at the 0b~.-
Jin tarn city. I he ultimate object is to (U»tpr»iina *1,

sun * parallax more correctly than it is now known
*

rate k^TwwS thC f°r lhi« >ccu-

1 j I- ^
,
rhe Present quantity 0f the sun's i.arall»i

s derived from ot»ervaiioiu of the transit of Venus ii, lS#
transit of V

0,1 Ir^ndV,)tX 'hi' «rcat phenome 1ion.the

quantity in quwtion. IJut h ^fTcW'h"
SO short in ...duration that the ohatrvation.

f rt eU"rg« century have 1.en far from in.p.r.ng per
fee ^nfidenceintheresu't. Another trauit wiTlakepUc!.

1 1874, but the powtion of the j»lanet on the aun's disc will
be less favorable , and, indeed, it is fa.d by astronomer th.
for a period of something like a thousand years there will not
occur a transit o) this planet under circumstances eouallv fa
vorable for this purpose as that of 1769. The demands of

sconce, however, will not admit of delay even unXhaoe-
for obl»rvation° "Th1."'' h,°WeV" fav,'r"hl° th*< mi^t be

iniirt, 1 ^,u'ral v°ice of astronomers .,kJ
ihc men seems to esubl.sh the great probability that the

XST2LZTJX ,Dr' G"r"** W'» P^uctive of
valuable lesulU. For the testimony of distinguished astrono-
men, on this subject I refer to their respective letters inX
lWessor Blche0nvlhqU0,K^»hort passage from the letter of:

will ..? i* 7 ?? g au"'ority on »uch a question
mllta acknowledged by u. all. He My., page 61,T!he

£%-^j=SS5SS5Xr,iihc i"« o?z

InterMts of th**}:o"n^1 Aetwelvea with the
'
.

Government. It might ^ sufficient fof ^

n h^e,^r. ,l T'r 'T'^ V'°W' ,0 refer 10 ,f» ltct "«'ed
in the report, that, for the observation of the transit of 1709

themselves over the whole world, at much
expense arid labor, in order to get .the benefit of the irresr

&ZTZ the."' ."LI" Pr°,M""ity' -oU "&
i

' there not been an immense practical value con-
ieeted with the resu|»* of this important labor.

ut, to enter a little more into particular*. There are

z;,zgonhl,e" r,hf morv ^Knowledge of the solar system does not enable uh to explain
obvious, therefore, m c Iculating the poaition of the

moon for two or three years to come whirh !. «i i

Lw« TbS "rr Ihi# lun!in"ry 1-r th. n.uUci

navigation \n[T ,1 ". Wt *""* u'H,n the of

distant assianJT' ,h
" T" '° l'llCVr « <l'<Terent

uis ance assigned to the sun might entirely explain the-e ,no

-J.ps X^r'otX'z.rr'^'r
parallar' ,h® "*W ,nvwti«»l»"n of the solar

blv obiect t,.er,'LarP '°m' P^-ent who will proba-
For thk reason I TrOpr"^0n T" ^-'unds.
many o he "Z*l 1

cnt,re'y from alluding to
y ther valuable and interesting results which are likelv tn

ST .GI'SnZ"? M,nt
Hi overnment ha< no pi>wer to do anv thino for the

promotion of science from the mere general utility of an in
Thry r^^ ^>*£¦

otil. y ofThl in IT r"m"rk"' lhe ,lirrrt and porticalar
iuteres ! ( M,' ! * " ? ***"»* UP. 'he material
nierest. of the (.overnment. It ia indispensable to the in-

cv of thl S"',0n' ,her,,for',. w,lhi" «»'« competen-

paruofThe world"1'" beC#UM ^ sent^ ...

Jlun'SZ '.I imp0?Dt Proh,'m of ""ngtfude, and for

SaK STni «¦*?*»» I will read a fmssage from Her-
.cbel s popular treatise on Astronomy :

^"'XZZTJrlr ,lWeM a clock f"rr.i»hed with a dial-

Witude of .1: i
Ch »'"»?. Greenwich time, th.

as Jie local iim«
** *Ct wo,1'jJ h* .* "nee determined so soon

" In a H^LTk- LOWn I eo,nP"rinK ¦« with this elock."

tributed all aroin j"* °f>
,

(,'»'-p,ate are uniformly dia*
11 arou,,d » circumference of a circle, whose Mntro

is that on which the bauds revolve with it uniform motion.
Hut it it clear that we should, wiih c«|ual certaiuty,though with much more trouble, I'll what o'clock it were it
the marks on the dial-plate were unequally distributed, if the
hands were eccentric and their motion not uuitorm ; prov ided
we knew, first, the exact intervals round the circle at which
the hour and minute marks were placed, which would be the
case itj we had them registered In a table from the results ot
previous careful measurement t -dly. If we knew the exact
amoii't and direction of eccentricity of the centre ol motion
of the hands; and, 3dly. If we were fully acquainted with all
the mechanism which put the lands in motion, so as to be abl
to s.iy at every initunt what were their velocity ol movement,
and so as to be able to calculate, without fear ol error, how
Ml'lii time should correspond to so MtcH Mgvlw taoxemeitt.
" The visible surface of the starry heavens is the dial-plate

of our clock, the stirs are the fixed murks distributed around
its circuit, the moon is the moveable hand, which, with a
motion that, superficially considered, seems uniform, but
which, when cart'fully examined, is found to be far otherwise,
and regulated by mechanical laws of astonishing complexityand intricacy in result, though beautifully simple in principle
and design, perforins a monthly circuit among them, passing
visibly over and hiding, or, as it it called, occulting some,
and gliding beside and between others, and whose position
among them can, at any moment when it is visible, be exactly
measured by the help of a sextant, just as we might measure
the place ot our clock-hand among the marks on its dial-piatewith a pair of compasses, and thence,'ft om the known and cal¬
culated laws of its motion, deduce th« time."
Now, sir, this is a very fair anJ * very beautiful illustra¬

tion of the lunar method of ascertaining longitude. And I
havequoted'this long parage fur the |>urposo of demon-traling
to the mind of every man in the House that there can be no
valid constitutional objection to the appropriation proposed.
It is indispensable for our Government to make use of this
celestial clock. For (his purpose our national vessels are sup¬
plied with the instrument for observing it.the sextant. But
it is neccssary to correct the indications of this celestial clock,
nut ol course in its actual motions hut relatively in our
knowledge of it. Now, it is just as competent for our Gov¬
ernment to make all astronomical observations necessary to a

complete and accurate understanding of this celestial clock as
it is to purchase a sextant to ascertain its true indications.
There can he no answer to this argument. You must denythe power of navigation at all, or you must yield the power
to adopt all the "instruments unJ appliances necessary to its
perfection.

But, fir, it is not in navigation oyly that t^is expedition
will be of actual benefit to tho Government. I hope one day
to see a different system adopted in reference to the survey of
our vast public domain.a system of topographical examina¬
tion and survey, in which the utmost possible accuracy will
prevail.in which the meridian lines shall be true meridians,
and the section lines actual parullrls of latitude. This is not
the cane at present, and important difficulties result from the
imperfection. The day, 1 hope, is not distant when the pub¬lic lands will be the subject of operations similar to those of
the coast survey, so far as they are applicable. The interests
of the Government and the people require it.

I do not design, .Mr. Chairmun, to consume the valuable
time of the committee in useless speaking. My object is sim¬
ple and pertinent explanation. If I have succeeded in this I
have done all that I desired. But the committee will tolerate
one further remark in connexion with this subject. It is aside
from the direct utility of the expedition in question, hut I hopeit will not be without its weight. The Government of the
United States, it is acknowledged, has contributed but little to
the interchange of scientific knowledge among the nations of
the world. The proposed expedition to the Southern hemi¬
sphere will be a slight olleriflg dn our p»rt in return for the
thousand obligations we have incurred to the labors and sci¬
ence of the old world. Indeed, the accuracy and efficiency of
the very instruments we must use in conducting these obser¬
vations, and all the tables of which our Government and peo¬ple must avail themselves in navigation, are chiefly due to the
investigations and labors of Eurojiean astronomers. I hope
we shall not refuse t<i take this single step towards repaying
our national debt to the science of the world. .

Mr. E V A.NS, o' Maryland, said that the object of th
amendment proposcJ ity ths gentleman from Teniu-gsoo (Mr.
Staktox) was to cr.nbld the Navy Department to fit out an

expedition for the purpose of giving on opportunity to a

scientific ofiiccr of :hc navy (Lieut. Giluss) to put to a

practical lest the method proposed by Gf.iilisi., of Marburg,
for ascertaining the pun's parallax. This method, for the salce
of distinciion, he should call " Gerling's Method," though it
had been suggested by other astronomers many years since,
and (hough this and other methods nearly allied to it were
well known to scientific men. Dr. Gerliug, however, had
more lately called attention to this subject, which had been
brought prominently into notice in this country by the scienti¬
fic ardor of Lieut. Gillies. The method ol Gerling consists
of observations to be made upon the planet Venus at the
times of its inferior c injunction, and at the stationary periods
when the positions of the planet are to be carefully ascertain¬
ed from those ot certain fixed stars previously selected whose
places have been determined with the utmost possible accura¬

cy. These observation* are to be made with astroiiom;cal in¬
struments of the best workmanship, with all the modern im¬
provements ; they arc to embrace a considerable period of
iimt% the oUervcrs ate to be nearly under the same meridian,
but in different hemispheres < the one to be, as it is proposed,
at the observatory in this city, and the other at some point of
the west coast of the South American continent, as remote
from W a*hington as practicable, so as to obtain the longestpossible ba«e line." It must then I* apparent to the commit-
tee that these observers, thus ke|wratid from each qther, will
not see the planet in precisely the same part of the heavens.
The difference of position of Venus as viewed from the north¬
ern and from the southern [>oirits will be susceptible of direct
observation and ascertainment, and from this difference the
parallax of the planet, and thi nee thut of the sun, may by an
easy computation be deduced. The method jui-t explainedis in its essential particulars that of Gerling ; it is not neces¬
sary to state it more elabora'ely, nor if it were done, would
the committee in all probability take any greater interest in it,
or understand it with greater clearness.

Perhaps it is as well to state here to the committee that
other methods for the ascertainment of the sun's parallax have
been proposed and adopted ; one of these, and perhaps the
rudest, is very old. It is to observe the moon when dichoto¬
mized. It is not nec*»«ary to dwell further upon this plan,
as it is not possible by it to determine the parallax with any
accuracy.

Another method a good deal dwelt upon, particularly be¬
fore the transits of Venus in the last century, is by observa¬
tions made upon Mars in opposition; by these qieans the pa¬rallax of that planet has been determined, and that of the sun
thence deduced amounts to about nine seconds and a half.
As well this method, however, as all others yet pioposed, must
yield in point of accuracy to those made upon the transits of
Venus over the sun's disc, which ate, as the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. STi*Trx) has correctly stated, occurrences
of great rarity, happening only at alternate periods of about
eight years and of upwards of a century apart. Thus there
were transits at different nodes in 1761 and 17C9, while the
next transit will not occur until the year 1874. At the inter¬
mediate conjunctions the planet will not be aeen upon the
sun's disc. The transit of 1769 engaged the utmost atten¬
tion of all the astronomers of the world. Expeditions were
fitted out for almost every part of the globe where that phe¬
nomenon was visible, and observations u|kwi it were made at
Paris, at Greenwich, at Wardhus, at Pekin, on the island of
Otaheite, at Kola, at Santa Aua in California, and at a num
ber of other places. The ob«ervations at Wardhus, made byPt-ne Hell, have been considerably distrustrd, and those made
at Manta Ana by Velasquez have been alwolutely discredited,
and subjected to the charge of forgery, it being pretty gene-
rail? believed.that he computed his observations from the
amount of parallax as deduced by other obsomrs. It is upon
the remaining observations, these bring set aside, that the
amount of parallax, as at present received, of eight seconds
and fifty-eight hundredths, rests for its accuracy.

Mr. E. further observed that it will, if the committee are
not already completely we .riej by these details, be proper at
thia place to explain what this parallax is whose ascertain¬
ment has been thought worthy of so much labor and rcaearch.
If the committee were tiled of the subject he would proceed
no further in it. [Cries of " Go on j we want to hear it."]
Well, then, the committee will understand that the sun's
parallax is the angle under which the semi-diameter of the
earth would be seen if viewed from the sun's centre, and its
use is to ascertain the distances of the heavenly bodies, and
to reduce their apparent to their real places. It is plain that an

observer, if he could lie placed at the centre of the earth,
would view a body situated at any finite distance higher than
it would appear to another situated upon any part of the earth's
surfaco. The effect of parallax is, then, to depress the body,
and the amount of the parallax in altitude is always to be
added to the oheerved in order to obtain the real place. This
correction is of constant use among astronomers and naviga¬
tors. Its effect has been very accurately stated by the gentle¬
man from Tennessee, (Mr. Htahtow j) it will not, there
fore, be necessary to say more upon it at thia time.
Now, to return for a moment to the transit of Venus, as

observed in 1769. The committee, from what has just been
said, will readily perreive that two persons very distant from
each other on the earth's surface will see the planet upon dif¬
ferent portion* of the sun's disc. To the one it mav sppear
to describe a path parsing muc'i nesrer to the sun s centre
than it will to the other. Then, by ascertaining as accurate¬

ly as possible the instants of external and Internal contacts, the
times of describing these paths will be ascertained, and the
time will be longer to that observer by whom the planet is
seen projected nearr-t the sun's centre. From the difference
of these limes the difference# of the parallaxes of Venus and
the sun may be determined, and then, by Kepler a Isw, ilie
true amount of either. This method is unquestionably the
most accurate of any that has ever been proposed, since an

error more considerable in noting the timesof the transit than
can be made by any ordinarily careful observer will but slight¬
ly affect the difference of parallaiea, and of course that of the
sun in ft still smaller degree. These are some of the reasons

which give such value to the transits of Venus fur purposeswhich are now sought to be effected by the proposed expedi-tiou and observation*, made after the method ol Getting It
was noticed, however, by the observers in 1769, that there was
a difficulty about the exact instant of internal contact, owingto certaiu phenomena of light which prevented the planet atthat instant from appearing perfectly circular, the edge nearestthe limb of the suu appearing to run out into a blind or tospread into drop*, so that the time of the first internal contact
was delayed, and that of the last accelerator However, ta¬ken altogether, no other method yet proposed seem* to ap¬proach this in accuracy, and a very full discussion of the ob¬
servations of 1761) by a number of astronomers, Enckeamoi gthe rest, have fixed the parallax at eight seconds and fifty-eighl-hundredths. A very good article upon its amount byDe Ferrer will be found in the fifth volume of the Transac¬tions of the Astrouomical Society ; aud it is observed by htu>,aud confirmed by Enrke, that the amount just mentioned ofeight seconds and fifty-eight-hundrpdlbs is the mean parallax,without a likelihood of error amounting to thiee-hundredtha
of a second. The whole error may exceed this, but it isdoubtlul if it exceed life hundredths of a second of space.Now, it is proposed, by means of observations made, as be¬
fore remarked, in this city, and upon the west coast of SouthAmoiica, to eliminate this error if it exists. I* this of prac-tical importance ' And, if it be, can it be effected by themethod proposed to us by the Committee on Naval Affairs *

Mr. Chairman, it must be confessed that, considered purelyas a scientific question, this is one of great importance, andwell worthy the attention of this committee. It ia matter ofcongratulation, sir, that the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.Htxstoh) has reported this amendment from the Committee
on Naval Affairs. From this country much is due to the causeof science, and but little has been paid. No other has derived
greater or more lasting advantages from the scientific investi¬gations and astronomical observations of distinguished Euro¬
peans, made under the direction of the several Governmentsof tlmt continent, and none, until lately, has done less to re-
turn the obligation. It is by means of their labors that com-
merce has been made to expand, and that navigation has beenrendered easy, and there can be no doubt but that those verylabors have conduced to make us what we are.one of the
very greatest naval Powers of the world. Common justice,therefore, requires of us repayment, and that we too shouldcontribute our just proportion to the common stock of scientificresearch and scientific investigation. But, sir, we are accus-tomed to consider every question practically, and to desire that
every enterprise undertaken by ua may be speedily successfuland make a quick return of profit. We are apt to requirethat the immediate result of every undertaking should at oncebe clearly and palpably visible to us. It then becomes a ques¬tion, what immediate gain shall wc derive from this proposedexpenditure ? Shall we thereby, as is suggested in the reportof the committee, facilitate the solution of the problem of thelongitude ?

Mr. Chairman, if this were to be the result, no one woulddoubt for an instant, ax it is to be hoped, indeed, for other
reasons, that no one will doubt, of the importance of this ex¬
pedition ; but candor renders it necessary to say that we are
not likely, by any future researches into the amount of thesun's parallax, to enable navigators to determine their posi¬tion at sea with a greater accuracy than that which has al¬
ready been attained. It is true that one of the periodical in¬
equalities of the moon's motion in longitude is t'eptndans,for its amount upon that of the sun's parallax : that therefore
'the perfection of the lunar tables is iu a measure dependant
upon the ascertainment of that parallax ; and, as the method of
lunar distances for determining the longitude at sea is largelyin use, it may follow that the question at present under dis¬
cussion connects itself with that of the longitude, which lat¬
ter is ono ol great importance, and well worthy the serious
attention of this committee. But, Mr. Chairman, we mayperhaps safely conclude, if the probable error of parallax be
three or even five hundredths of a second, that a correction to
this amount will be imperceptible in its effect upon the lunar
tables. Again, it may be. said that in the method of lunar
distances for the determination of the longifude, the parallaxenters directly as an element into the computation ; that when
the angular distaoce apart of the moon and suu is taken, this
correction must be applied to the observed altitude of the sun ;
or that, if Venus be observed with the moon, the allowance
of her parallax in altitude, as corrected by the observations
proposed to be made, is a matter of some importance ; but it
is pretty evident that these corrections ate extremely minute,and such as a~e never taken into account by practical navi¬
gators. A difference from the truth of even a minute or two
in the altitudes is not of considerable importance, while such
an error in the distance would be fatal. Indeed, the whole
amount of the parallax in altitude may be merged in other
corrections ; for example, in that for the dip, which depends
upon the altitude of the observer's eye above the level of the
msa, the common allowance madp when tlie lower limb of
the sun is observed is twelve minutes, additive, for the correc¬
tion of its altitude on account of parallax, dip, and semi-
diameter ; such small quantities as those now under discussion
being neglected, as in fact the instruments in use at sea, both
for the purpose of measuring the altitudes atul the distance, .

arc incapable.of appreciating them. Enough, Mr. Chairman,has been said concerning the l«aring of this problem uponthat of the longitude, Whirn, it is again repeated, it is believed
will not be materially afiected by small cot rections of parallax.TheJicxt question is, will the sun's parallax probably be
altered by the proposed observations ; for, as upon the amount
of this parallax is dependant our knowledge of the dimensions
of the planetary system, (the earth's seini-diameter being used
as a base for that purpose, and the diameter of the earth's orbit,afterwards, in order to determine the annual parallax of those
fixed stars wbose parallax is appreciable, as it is said to J* in
a few case?,) it becomes important to determine the xun's pa¬rallax with the last degree of accuracy ; and here, Mr. E. re¬
marked, there appears I to be rocrn for some doubt. Manyof the observations wi!l of necessity have to be made at verylow altitudes of the planet, when there will be difficulties
arising from refraction?, which may themselves be different at
the northern and southern observatories j besides, when extra-
meridional observations are resorted to, the small star* will not
be visible so as to admit of accuracy of comparison at any con- \siderable altitudes; and this would seem, by referring to the
report of the committee, to be the opinion of those distinguish¬ed astronomers Encke and (»au*s. Other gentlemen, how¬
ever, had formed a favorable opinion of this method ; and,Mr. E. observed that he would not pretend for a single instant
to place his humble judgment in conflict with that of jiersousdistinguished in the science of astronomy. With regard to
any great alteration in the amount of parallax, it might be ne-
cessary here to remark upon its amount, as ascertained by a
method entirely independent of any of those previously com¬
mented upon, in order to see whether we were likely to arrive
at such a result; Laplace, in the seventh book of the Me-
canique Celeste, had determined the parallax by means of the
parallactic inequality in the moon's longitude, and had re¬
marked that this was a very accurate method of determiningthe sun's parallax- By nis computations he bad fixed its
amount at eight seconds and fixty-six hundredths.as the com¬
mittee will perceive, within two hundredths of a second of the
amount as determined by the transit of 1769. This may then
be taken as corroborative of the received amount, and as a fur¬
ther reason to believe that but little alteration will be made in
it. But, although but little if any alteration of the amount
of parallax, «s now received, may be expected from this
expedition, much good may undoubtedly, Mr. Chairman, be
predicted of it. If it do not alter that amount, it may at teast
suffice to corroborate and to confirm it s and if this result onlybe clearly and evidently effected, a benefit will be conferred
upon science far beyond tbe amount which it is proposed to
appropriate ; and, sir, that is the effect which may lie expect¬ed of this expedition. But, further, indirect advantages, both
in a scientific and practical sense, will in all probability flow
from it. The positions of many of the stars of the southern
hemisphere will be ascertained with greater accuracy, and the
observations upon the planet itself will not be without their

%advantages, to say nothing of the great cuantity of useful in¬
formation, unpredicted in the beginning, which always flows
from an expedition of Ibis character. Sir, this may find its
illustration in the vast laltor of mathematicians in the improve¬
ment of analysis, and in the solution of problems apparentlythe most trivial in themselves, snd, so far as human vision
could discern, the furthest removed from any practical appli¬cation i yet the end of these labors has been to enable the
great mathematicians of this and the close M the last century
to ascertain, by means of the imp'ovement in analysis, spring¬
ing directly from the apparently wasteful tffitrta of the ir prede¬
cessors, the motions of the moon with sn accuracy liefore un¬
attainable, which has led to the present completeness of the
lunar tahlea, and has almost doubled the commerce of the
world. Yet who would have voted an appropriation for such
analytic experiments ' Sir, we mu-t not messure the final
usefulness of an expedition of this sort by our limited know¬
ledge. It may attain to results as yet unknown and unpre¬dicted. Of this one thing, Mr. Chairman, we may be assur¬
ed, that, whatever of pet lection can be given to(Jerling's me¬
thod by untiring industry, unwearied patience, by skill or am¬
bition or the hope of success, will be given to it by the labors
of Lieut. Gillies abroad and of Lieut. Maury at the Washing¬
ton Observatory. It ia only to he wished that this amendment
had provided fur the southern observer instruments of the high¬
est excellence i these^ however, he will by some means pro¬
cure, and we may rest satisfied that whatever ia capable of
ascertainment will be discovered by him.

Mr. E. here concluded his rematks by returning his thanks
to the members of the committee for the very attentive hearing
which they had given to him while discussing a question ge¬
nerally considered loo dry and unentertaining to be listened to
with patience upon the floor of the House.
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